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SCHOOL OF LOVE

School Of Love (SOL) is a platform for collective artistic practices. An invitation 
to explore ways of being together, deriving from reflections on the notion 
of love as a public concern. Understood as such and taught in schools, love 
becomes not only a form of resistance to individualist tendencies, but also a 
way of being.

SOL is practiced through regular meetings, events, workshops and 
performances in schools and in the field of art and social engagement.

For three years now, SOL has focused on developing workshops for highschool 
students in order to contribute to the perception that school could be seen as a place 
for experiment, reflection and collectivity, and thus as a way to practice love. SOL 
proposes creative activities and artistic practices to activate the potential of schools 
to change society.

This workshop was created and facilitated by SOL members Olga Bientz, Roger 
Fähndrich, Anna Housiada, Laura Oriol, Martina Petrovic, Irena Radmanovic, Adva 
Zakai.
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WORKING WITH ATHENEE JOSEPH BRACOPS IN ANDERLECHT

School Of Love facilitated a workshop from 17 until 21 October 2022 for a secondary 
school class at the Athénée Joseph Bracops in Anderlecht, in co-production with 
Cifas. Seventeen pupils of 17-18 years participated in the 4-days workshop and their 
teachers joined the activities sporadically.

SOL aims to create co-learning environments without the use of marks or evaluation 
of achievements. Further, we are not primarily working towards a sharable end 
product. This distinguishes our workshop clearly from the usual school reality.

Through the method of collective teaching we unfolded the concept of impositions, 
school, non-romantic love, art and collectivity, together with students, this was our 
point of departure. 

Tuning into the concept of impositions we were exploring, how much we are aware 
of them in our lives, what are main impositions for students, reflecting on the positive 
and negative aspects of them. Further we introduced the non-romantical love, the 
love that doesn’t fall into categories of love for family, friends and lovers. We brought 
to the surface the political and cultural aspects of love, while looking closer into the 
position of love in the institution of school. 
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We explored  the necessity of school as a place of encounters, where one can 
diversify their social circles. Not only the place where education is gained, not only 
the place where book knowledge is accumulated and tested, but also a place where 
social skills are developed and the place where one is introduced to their potential 
interests.

We opened a concept of art, introducing multiple perspectives, and practices that 
exist, moving away from the classical approach. We introduced the pupils briefly to 
performance art, which was a complete novelty to pupils and fuelled discussions 
about art.

During the week SOL activated a set of exercises mainly rooted in relational practices. 
For example, we began each day with a check-in and ended with a check-out. 
Practices that enabled students to come to a better understanding of their fellow 
students’ as well as their own living situations, inner desires and emotional states. 
Which allowed bonds to be forged, inviting trust in the classroom. It gave them the 
possibility of situating themselves in a broader environment than school.
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The workshop contained silent reflective moments in which we spent a few hours 
drawing and writing on a super sized paper on the floor. 
These moments allowed for the new information and knowledge to integrate, settle 
and digest. 
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Furthermore a diverse set of movement, sound and performative exercises were 
explored during the week. Which have proposed a set of tools that students will be 
able to use later on as a way of expressing themselves. 

Working with the Athénée Joseph Bracops school in Anderlecht we realized they 
lacked alternative pedagogical methods. The collective teaching method that SOL 
practices enabled exploring different viewpoints on certain topics, and a more 
embodied learning. We proposed playful participatory, interactive exercises such as 
an imposition song, temperature check, rumor machine, origin of the names, etc.
 
Consequently, our workshop had a big impact on the pupils. It was new for them 
to share about their lived experiences, their background and their daily struggles. 
This allowed them to reflect and share in a way that was more intimate and more 
vulnerable. Since students are in a specific transitional period, we gave them space to 
dive deeper into their dreams and desires for the future. It is a sensitive and delicate 
time to be a 17-year old. The moment of transitioning from childhood to adulthood. 
A moment of realizing one’s qualities, interests, choosing a direction in which one 
wants to take their life, career, the starting period of making choices for oneselves, 
getting a voice that is independent, that counts. 

During the workshop they had the opportunity to become one cohesive group 
united by the desire to speak more freely in their classes, to be critical of their school 
and have more space to encounter each other.
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